

Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 26th July 2023 - Hellifield Village Institute – Main Hall
Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Councillors Barry Hills and NYC Simon Myers (temporary Appointment to HPC), plus new co-opted Councillors Angie Pedley and Wayne Harding. Clerk Julie Sleath.  Part meeting: PCSO Jayne Grace, one member of the public.
Election of Chair – Cllr Simon Myers proposed Chairman Julian Sleath be re-elected. This was seconded by Councillor Barry Hills. Councillor Sleath was unanimously voted for as Chairman for the following year. A Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed

1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 8 March 2023 were approved and signed.

2. No Apologies received 
3. To record members’ interests: no members interests reported
4. Public Participation: Paul Emsley raised a query for NYC Simon Myers regarding the increased cost of the Kex Gill development which has increased from £43m to £98m. SM responded that the new amount was more in the region of £70m, however he would investigate and report back 
5. Co-option of candidates – Wayne Harding and Angie Pedley were co-opted onto HPC with immediate effect, ensuring the Council would be quorate going forward. Declaration documents were signed
6. Village Matters

a)  Issues raised regarding vandalism on Station Road Playground.  This includes shredding of wood underneath the slide and on the side of the multi-purpose equipment, lighting of fires underneath the said equipment and theft / removal of the No Dogs signs, which are a legal requirement. Clerk to order new signage and inform Inspectors pre imminent inspection. PCSO Grace requested criminal damage and theft be reported to police via telephone 101 or email. 
b)  PCSO Grace supplied a written report for May 2023 with 25 assorted incidents between 05.03.23 & 15.05.23 and delivered a verbal report for July including: 29 incidents reported to the Police in Hellifield between 15.05.23 & 24.07.23including: 5 x highway disruption (animals on road), 3 Fraud crimes (Facebook and Snapchat), 1 x  harassment, 1 x suspects with torches (not found), 1 x suspect vehicle looking for scrap, 2 x vehicle accidents, 2 x road related (insecure load and drink driver), 1 x dog bite, 1 x domestic incident, 2 x concerns for welfare, 1 x concern for welfare. 
PCSO Grace emphasized the importance of villagers reporting criminal incidents to the police, highlighting incidents involving Fraud. Callers should report non-emergency issues to 101 or by email to  SNACraven@northyorkshire.police.uk. 999 for emergency only
c) Many actions were carried out by the Clerk in the 4 months since the last meeting: Preparation of information for the Audit which was then completed by an internal Auditor ready for submission; a new bench was ordered and delivered (and a substantial contribution received from Simon Myers’ Locality Grant); various issues regarding reporting of rubbish, potholes, lights to various authorities; resolving of issues reported by the public; updates of noticeboards and the web page; monthly payment of invoices and PAYE arranged and recorded on monthly Payment Schedules and a banking spreadsheet record.
d) Council Asset review was due in June. Clerk to supply details of assets to Councillors for checking.
7. Reports from District Councillor – full report supplied by Simon Myers for the Annual Parish Meeting.  
8. Correspondence: 
a) A resident of Newton Way has asked for HPC to take on responsibility for grass cutting on the Hammerton estate (including the ‘green’ area).  HPC agreed that there will be no involvement as this area is not owned or managed by them. Cllr Pedley (who lives there) confirmed that current arrangements work well.
b) A resident of Newton Way has requested HPC to strim the footpath access from Hammerton Drive up to the railway underpass twice a year. Cllr Hills confirmed that the Church staff have now done this, but a member of the public said it had not been done all the way, so Cllr Hills will review with the Church staff. HPC confirmed it cannot accommodate this as there is insufficient staff resource or funds to take up all the requests, and this is not an area for which HPC has reponsibility. 

c) A request was made for a review of the progress of installation of VAS equipment which has ground to a halt. Cllr Myers confirmed that the issue was that of signing the contract, arranging funds and Public Liability Insurance. HPC did not want to sign the contract and find they are liable for funding, but they are the only party likely to be able to obtain PL Insurance.  Mr Emsley (obo CSW) confirmed they have £5200 in funds, and need additional funding to fulfil capital cost, installation and ongoing maintenance for a 5 year period. Cllr Myers confirmed that monies for this could be supplied by the NYC locality budget, but as far as the maintenance contract is concerned, only on a year by year basis. 
Clerk to check potential availability and cost of Insurance cover with Zurich on the HPC policy.
d) Dept of Transport correspondence received from Julian Smith MP re potential bypass request from Hellifield constituent which was not progressed (info only). 
9. Street Lighting: Light outside the GP Surgery is still out. Others to be checked / reported as required.
10. Highways:  
a) Residents of Gisburn Road have raised safety concerns regarding a) parking on and after Dalesview Garage Forecourt. First on the bend in the road  before and also directly in front of Hellifield Club and b)  parking up to  the edge of the road across the front of the forecourt removing any safe pavement area for pedestrians as cars turn off on the A65 into Gisburn Rd. It was agreed that the clerk would write to the Garage in an attempt to resolve this.
b) To discuss VAS including involvement of HPC (see item 8c above)
11. Planning items – pre circulated. No objections identified by HPC: 

a) 2022/24584/VAR Proposal: Application for variation of condition no. 2 (Approved Plans) on approved planning application referenced 2021/22783/HH to include revisions to side extension plans and elevations to approved documents: Glendair, Kendal Road BD23 4HE (approved subject to conditions)
b) 2023/24760/HH Date Received: 6th February 2023 Applicant: Mr G Thomas Proposal: Single storey side extension to form garage Location: The Rockeries, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4EY permission granted
c) 2023/24755/HH Proposed 27 March and Approved 20 April subject to conditions: Two storey side extension to west elevation/proposed single storey side extension to east elevation to create additional living accommodation. Location: Gallaber Bungalow, BD23 4HS

d) ZA23/25021/HH Proposal: Removal of existing summer room, erection of new thermally insulated single storey extension to same footprint Location: 39 Hammerton Drive, Hellifield BD23 4LZ
e) ZA23/24991/FUL Proposal: 2 no. agricultural buildings Panbeck Farm, BD23 4LQ APPROVED on 10 July 
f) ZA23/25048/HH Proposal: Extension over single story part of house to form additional storey for bedrooms and convert existing garage into residential accommodation Location: Waters View House, Waterside Lane, Long Preston, BD23 4NQ,

g) ZA23/24966/FUL Proposal: Construction of new silage storage building , Panbeck Farm, BD23 4LQ

h) ZA23/25139/FUL Proposal: Change of use from agricultural to a mixed use of agricultural and amenity (secure dog walking/exercise area) Location: Land At High Ground Farm, Hellifield, BD23 4JN

i) ZA23/25148/HH Proposal: Replacement of existing double garage with larger storage /home office building. Location: Littledale Croft, Malham Road, BD23 4JH

12 Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters 

a) Funding request from Friends of Hellifield Primary School to support purchase of 20 laptops costing £5219.40 (£4500 already raised). There was some discussion and this was considered a worthy cause, but outside the limit of HPC’s budget for 2023.Cllr Myers confirmed that he could use his locality budget for this item. Clerk to send letter asking school Head to re-direct this request to NYC Councillor Myers
b) Funding request from Hellifield Herald for funding assistance. Agreement for a grant of £250 was made. Proposed by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Pedley and all voted in favour.
c) Beer Festival sponsor ship. This had been agreed by email for a £100 full barrel sponsorship. Retrospective formal agreement proposed by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Hills and all voted in favour.
d) Payments and receipts schedules for March, April, May and June 2023 approved and signed.
e) To review and approve Financial Regulations (pre circulated), now overdue and is an audit requirement. Clerk to reissue to all Councillors for approval.
f) To approve and complete application to Lloyds Bank for authority to obtain a Business Debit Card for authorised users, subject to Business Debit Card Ts and Cs (postponed to next meeting) 
g) To approve and sign Annual Governance Statement 2022-2023 Section 1 and Section 2 pre submission of final AGAR for external audit. To approve the Accounts (see John Bownass letter). Approval proposed by Cllr Myers, seconded by Cllr Sleath and all voted in favour.
13 Complaints re overgrown hedges and trees on the Hammerton Estate and generally around the village.  Clerk to report to NYC, and to add note to Herald Update with reminder for residents to ensure their own areas are kept under control as this is a public safety issue. . 
14 Council Recruitment originally notices were added to Noticeboards, the Parish Council website, and the Hellifield Herald with largely no success. Individuals were identified and asked to join, again largely with no success. Will proceed to advertise on Facebook.
15 Councillor Simon Myers formally resigned from his temporary role on HPC and was thanked for his valuable assistance in getting HPC back up and running.
16 To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. No items received
The meeting ended at:  21.15 hours
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 13th September 2023 at 7:30pm
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council – July 2023

